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 1) 
Examine the competition which occurs between states or provinces to attract business, Does this competition create a “race to the bottom” which results in a lowering of social and environmental standards?

 2) 
Examine the use of federalism to accommodate different language groups in Belgium and Spain. Have they been successful?

 3) 
Is the European Union a federal state? Is it likely to evolve into a federal state? Is a European identity developing which will result in a stronger European Union?

 4) 
Consider Canada and at least one other country’s approach to “the pathology of federalism”, secession. Is it possible to establish agreed upon rules for secession? You may consider failed federations such as the Soviet Union or Czechoslovakia and those with a substantial separatist party such as Canada or Spain.

  5) 
Compare the approaches to equalization of at least two federal states. Consider the degree of equalization, whether both revenue and expenditure differences are dealt with and how politicized the process is. Does equalization create dependence among the poorer subunits?

  6) 
Consider the role of judicial review in federal states. Do powerful courts tend to favour the federal government?


  7) 
What are the implications of globalization for federalism? What is the impact of globalization on Canadian provinces?

  8) 
Is federalism becoming more popular?  Consider countries such Belgium, Spain and even Iraq.

  9)
Do federalism and democracy conflict? Does federalism make accountability more difficult? Or, does federalism improve democratic accountability? 

10)
Examine the diffusion of innovation in federal states. Does federalism encourage experimentation in policy making? E.g. adoption of medicare in Canada and of gambling in the US and Canada

11) 
What  is the relationship between aboriginal peoples and the states or provinces? Are these relationships dominated by conflicts over natural resources (or in the US casino gambling)?

12)
Compare environmental policies in Canada and the United States focusing on the relationships between the federal government and the states or provinces.
